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Shultz Says Nicaragua Auns

At ‘All of Central America’

By Don Oberdorfer
Washington Post Stalf Writer

Secretary of State George P. Shultz charged
vesterday that “all of Central America” has be-
come a target for subversion from Nicaragua, and
expressed concern that the Soviet Union might
use Nicaragua as a missile base.

Shultz defended U.S. policy in the region and
criticized congressional cuts in military aid for El
Salvador in a speech to the Chamber of Com-
merce and the World Affairs Council of Dallas.

Back in Washington, controversy continued
over Reagan administration undercover support
for Nicaraguan insurgents, a subject that was not
discussed by Shultz in his speech. The Senate,
according to several prominent lawmakers, is like-
Jv 10 be called into a secret session Monday by
Sen. Christopher J. Dodd (D-Conn.) to discuss
U, hacking for the “secret war.”

In the House, Rep. Tom Harkin (D-lowa) said
he has introduced a “resolution of inquiry,” with

39 co-sponsors, requesting documents and details

¢ U.S. support for paramilitary operation in Nic-
aragua. Under House rules, according to Harkin,
the sponsors can obtain a vote on: the resolution
after 14 davs if the information is not provided.

Shultz’ speech, which was a full-scale public
review of existing policy, centered on the strategic
importance of the nearby Central American states,
the dangers of “a new form of dictatorship” fos-
tered by leftist states and the efforts of the United
States to foster democracy and aid friendly na-
tions in the area.

“Central America is so close that its troubles
automatically spill over onto us, so close that the
strategic posture of its countries affects ours, so
close that its people's suffering brings pain to us
as well,” Shultz said.

Shultz said an old variety of dictatorship in the
area, that of “economic oligarchy, political despo-
tism and military represion,” has been joined by
a new variety, “that of cummand economy, a self-
appointed elitist vanguard and guerrilla war.”

Of this newer dictatorship, he charged, “Nica-
ragua has become its base, all of Central America
its target.”

As depicted by Shultz, the Sandinistas set out

to restrict political, press and church opponents, .

to build “what is now the largest armed force in

the history of Central America” and “to align .

themselves with the Soviet Union and Cuba in
subverting their neighbors.”

He went out of his way to refer to a recent com-

. ment by Nicaraguan Defense Minister Humberto
- Ortega “that Nicaragua would consider accepting

Soviet missiles if asked.” In the comment, part of
an interview last Saturday with The New York
Times, Ortega said that the Soviets had not pro-

posed to place missiles there, but that “if they ask
us we will examine the proposal and make our
own decision.”

Reps. Berkley W. Bedell (D-iowa) and Robert
G. Torricelli (D-N.J.), who were in Nicaragua last
weekend, complained to Shultz in a letter Wed-
nesday that administration discussion of possible
Soviet missile deployments there “deliberately
misled the American people.”

The lawmakers said Sandinista leaders, iden-
tified by Torricelli as including Interior Minister
Thomas Borge, had to be convinced to give a se-
rious answer to questions on the subject because
they considered it “patently absurd.”

According to Bedell and Torricelli, Sandinista
leaders finally said that missiles would not be ac-
cepted, even if offered by the Soviets, because
Nicaragua signed and abides by the Treaty of Tla-
telolco, banning the introduction of such weapons
in Latin America, and because Soviet missiles
would jeopardize Nicaragua's nonaligned status
and the foundation of its revolution.

Shultz, in his Dallas address, said that “Nic-
araguans in growing numbers have concluded that
their struggle for democracy has been betrayed.”
He went on to say that the answer to Nicaragua's | -
problems “is a political one” involving negotiations |
with neighboring countries and policy changes
both internally and externally.

He made a strong appeal for congressional ap-
proval of additional military aid for El Salvador,.
charging that “in the middle of a war, the Con-
gress has cut security assistance to a level two-
thirds below the level of the previous fiscal year.”

“Here you are fighting, and all of a sudden the
flow of what you need to fight with is cut by two-
thirds. Then people ask why the army is not doing
better,” Shuitz said in a departure from his pre-
pared text. ‘

He evidently was referring to the fact that the
administration was able to spend $81 million in
military aid to El Salvador in fiscal 1982, includ-
ing $26 million passed by Congress for that pur-
pose and $55 million taken from a special exec-
utive branch emergency fund after the costly guer-
rilla raid on llopongo Air Base. .. e i
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